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NOMINATIONS 

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, fellow 
Senators, I rise today to urge an af-
firmative vote on all three of the next 
appointments that are up. 

The first one is Nicholas Burns to be 
Ambassador to China; and next is Mr. 
Toloui, who is up for Assistant Sec-
retary of State for Economic and Busi-
ness Affairs; and also Mr. Hussain, who 
is up for Ambassador for International 
Religious Freedom. The Foreign Rela-
tions Committee has looked at all 
three of these very closely. 

Let me spend just a moment with Mr. 
Burns. I have known Mr. Burns since 
his postings in Europe many, many 
years ago. If you are looking for a bi-
partisan person to put in the position, 
this is your guy. When I knew him, he 
was working for an administration, a 
Republican administration. 

He has done an outstanding job, has 
an outstanding reputation amongst the 
cadre of Ambassadors, and I would urge 
that we confirm him and have him in 
place in China. This is a tough posting, 
as we all know, at the current time. We 
have got a lot of issues that exist be-
tween us and China, and certainly Am-
bassador Burns is the one to carry our 
water there. 

The other two I can tell you that, 
without hesitation, both have been 
scrubbed by the committee and been 
asked the questions that are appro-
priate for both of these positions. We 
feel very comfortable in recommending 
them to the body. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Vermont. 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I know 

we are about to go to the vote. Frank-
ly, with what my distinguished col-
league just said, I don’t know why 
these aren’t all voice votes. 

But I understand Senator MENENDEZ 
is on his way here and wishes to speak. 
Otherwise, I would move that it be a 
voice vote. But out of respect for him 
and his committee, I will suggest the 
absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

APPROPRIATIONS 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, while we 

are waiting for the Senator who wishes 
to speak, I would note that I appreciate 
those who worked very hard, including 
my friends on the floor, on the Na-
tional Defense Act. Yesterday, that 
passed with a pretty overwhelming ma-
jority, and I voted for it. But as I have 
noted, that does not provide money; 
that provides an authorization. 

Right now, if we go on continuing 
resolutions, the Department of Defense 
will see a multibillion-dollar cut in 
what is available for them, as will non-
defense matters. 

So I would urge Senators to work 
with our leaders and get the appropria-
tions bills done. They could all be done 
in an omnibus by the end of January, 
the 1st of February. I would urge Sen-
ators to do that. Otherwise, there is 
going to be a dramatic cut in defense 
and nondefense matters. 

I yield to the senior Senator from 
New Jersey. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to the consideration of the fol-
lowing nominations, en bloc, which the 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nations of R. Nicholas Burns, of Massa-
chusetts, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China; Ramin Toloui, 
of Iowa, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
State (Economic and Business Affairs); 
and Rashad Hussain, of Virginia, to be 
Ambassador at Large for International 
Religious Freedom. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There 
will now be 10 minutes of debate, equal-
ly divided in the usual form. 

The Senator from New Jersey. 
NOMINATIONS 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I 
rise to express my support for the 
nominations of Ambassador Nicholas 
Burns to be Ambassador to China, Mr. 
Ramin Toloui to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of State for Economic and Busi-
ness Affairs, and Mr. Rashad Hussain 
to be Ambassador at Large for Inter-
national Religious Freedom. 

These are a superb group of highly 
qualified nominees, deserving of the 
positions for which they have been 
nominated, and I will speak briefly 
about them. 

Ambassador Burns is an outstanding 
public servant, one of the Nation’s 
best, and I am pleased to support his 
nomination as the next Ambassador to 
China. He has a long and distinguished 
record in public service, including as 
Under Secretary of State for Political 
Affairs under the Bush administration 
and U.S. Ambassador to NATO. 

If there is a place that we need an 
Ambassador, it is China. We have spent 
so much time, both in committee and 
on the floor, hearing about the chal-
lenges of China, but we don’t have a 
U.S. Ambassador to help us meet those 
challenges. 

It is no secret that the China of 
today is challenging the United States 
and destabilizing the international 
community in almost every dimension 
of power—political, diplomatic, eco-
nomic, military, and even cultural. 
That is why Ambassador Burns’ experi-
ences and skill will be crucial as he 
confronts the monumental task ahead 
of him. 

I am also pleased to be supporting 
Mr. Ramin Toloui’s nomination to be 
the Assistant Secretary for Economic 
and Business Affairs at the State De-

partment. His experience and skill set, 
including as a former Assistant Sec-
retary of the Treasury for Inter-
national Finance, where he represented 
the United States in forums like the G7 
and the G20, will be necessary in order 
to be an effective Assistant Secretary, 
especially one who will play such a 
critical role in our economic diplomacy 
vis-a-vis China and as we must reinvig-
orate the instruments of our economic 
diplomacy at home. I believe Mr. 
Toloui represents the importance of 
getting our economic statecraft right. 

Lastly, I am also pleased to support 
Mr. Rashad Hussain to be our Ambas-
sador at Large for International Reli-
gious Freedom. Throughout his impres-
sive public service, Mr. Hussain has 
demonstrated his strong commitment 
to protecting the rights of religious 
and ethnic minorities, including as the 
U.S. Special Envoy for Strategic Coun-
terterrorism Communications, where 
he led efforts to counter anti-Semitism 
and protect Christian minorities in 
Muslim-majority countries. 

Religious freedom, like every human 
right, is universal, but for many people 
around the world, this right is out of 
reach, and religious persecution is on 
the rise. That is why it is important 
that we confirm Mr. Hussain. 

While it is positive news that we are 
confirming these three nominees today 
and a few more, I hope, in the next day, 
I am deeply concerned that we have 
more than 50 nominees who will remain 
pending on the Senate floor, having 
passed the committee, almost all of 
them by strong bipartisan votes, who 
are subject to delays and obstacles. 

We are less safe when our national 
security Agencies are so short-staffed. 
We owe it to the American people to fix 
this problem so that we can be rep-
resented abroad. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Idaho. 
Mr. RISCH. We yield back also. 
Mr. MENENDEZ. We yield back any 

other time we had. 
VOTE ON BURNS NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time 
is yielded back. 

The question is, Shall the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Burns nomina-
tion? 

Mr. MENENDEZ. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), the Sen-
ator from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), 
the Senator from Iowa (Mr. ERNST), the 
Senator from Nebraska (Mr. FISCHER), 
the Senator from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHN-
SON), the Senator from Wyoming (Mr. 
LUMMIS), and the Senator from South 
Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS). 

The result was announced—yeas 75, 
nays 18, as follows: 
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